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but if it happens that this same power faithfully
represents their own interests, and exactly copies their
own inclinations, the confidence they place in it knows
no bounds, and they think that whatever they bestow
upon it is bestowed upon themselves.
The attraction of administrative powers to the
centre will always be less easy and less rapid under
the reign of kings who are still in some way connected
with the old aristocratic order, than under ne\v
princes, the children of their own achievements, whose
birth, prejudices, propensities, and habits appear to
bind them indissolubly to the cause of equality. I do
not mean that princes of aristocratic origin who live
in democratic ages do not attempt to centralize; I
believe they apply themselves to that object as
diligently as any others. For them, the sole advan-
tages of equality lie in that direction ; but their
opportunities are less great, because the community,
instead of volunteering compliance with their desires,
frequently obeys them with reluctance. In demo-
cratic communities the rule is that centralization must
increase in proportion as the sovereign is less aristo-
cratic. When an ancient race of kings stands at the
head of an aristocracy, as the natural prejudices of
the sovereign perfectly accord with the natural
prejudices of the nobility, the vices inherent in aristo-
cratic communities have a free course, and meet with
no corrective. The reverse is the case %vhen the scion
of a feudal stock is placed at the head of a democratic
people. The sovereign is constantly led, by his
education, his habits, and his associations, to adopt
sentiments suggested by the inequality of conditions,
and the people tend as constantly, by their social
condition, to those manners which are engendered by
equality. At such times it often happens that the
citizens seek to control the central power far less as a